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Procedures for Re-Opening -- St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 

Summer 2020 
 

 

 
“God is our refuge and our strength, an ever-present help in distress.  Thus we do not fear, though the earth 

be shaken / God is in its midst; it shall not be shaken; God will help it at the break of day.”   

 – Psalm 46:2-3a, 6 
 

 

Lector Ministry 

Thank you for agreeing to minister at St. Thomas the Apostle (STA) during this time of trial and change.  We are certainly 

fulfilling the last portion of our 35th Anniversary parish theme: Cherished, Charged, Challenged through re-opening our 

worship space during this Covid-19 pandemic.  Your choice to serve is an incredible testimony to the community of STA and 

our mission to serve all children of God – inside and outside of our borders.  Please see the notes below for modifications to 

the ministry in light of recommendations by the Diocese of Joliet, State of Illinois, and the Center for Disease Control. 

 

o 3 Lector positions will be scheduled for each Mass – 

 Lector 1 (First Reading) 

 Lector 2 (Second Reading) 

 Commentator (Announcements & Intercessions) 

 

o All proclamations (including announcements) will be made from the Ambo. 

 

o There will not be an Entrance Procession.  Lectors will begin Mass in their designated spot in a 

pew close to the Ambo.  Please ensure that the Lectionary is at the Ambo prior to Mass.  No 

Book of the Gospels will be used – so Lector 2 does not put away the Lectionary. 

 

o Lectors may choose if they would like to proclaim wearing their mask.  Either way, walk 

to and from the ambo wearing a mask. 

 Please take this into account and practice strong diction and pausing for better 

congregational comprehension. 

 

o Before a Lector approaches the Ambo, and after they proclaim, they will sanitize their hands.  

This will help prevent contamination of the handrails, microphones, and Lectionary. 

 

o All scheduled ministers are permitted to be seated with a maximum of 5 family members in an 

assigned pew.  The quantity of seats to be reserved for the minister’s family needs to be shared 

with Samantha in the Liturgy Office (sdelke@stapostle.org) by the Wednesday afternoon prior 

to the weekend at which the minister is to serve so that the adequate number of reserved signs 

can be made. 
 

 

Thank you again for your ministry! 

Please arrive at least 30 minutes before Mass begins. 
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